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years old, and by the time he was called upon to play
Viola, at seventeen, he would be less sure of his
singing voice than would be, desirable. There has
been much discussion as to whether the songs in the
play were transferred from Viola's part to that of
the Clown, and this suggestion concerning the age
of the boy a&or affords one reasonable excuse for such
a change, although it is unlikely that the question will
ever be settled definitely.
An interesting passage is that in which the Duke
praises the femininity of Cesario's appearance, saying:
For they shall yet belie thy happy years,
That say thou art a man: Diana's lip
Is not more smooth, and rubious; thy small pipe
Is as the maiden's organ, shrill, and sound,
And all is semblative a woman's part.                [36]
The effed of this speech would be to remind the
audience that the page was a woman disguised, and in
a few more lines Viola confesses that she herself loves
the Duke, in a brief soliloquy, with a dire&tiess which
is charafteriStic of these confessions on the part of
comedy heroines. In the scene which follows this [3 7]
Viola and Olivia speak in prose as long as they are
engaged in bantering, but as soon as Viola begins her
praise of Olivia's beauty she speaks in verse, and the
effect of this change is to give a sudden lyric lift to
the whole scene which is of Striking dramatic value.
Although Olivia replies in prose, she soon falls under
the messenger's spell and speaks in verse herself, and
the whole effeft of this mechanical device is to raise the
scene to a higher plane, which is of great assistance to